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IWRC End of 2020 Director Address
Just like most of you, I’m ready to put 2020 in the rearview mirror and see what opportunities lie
ahead in 2021. As tough as this past year has been for all of us, it would be a shame if we didn’t
take some time to reflect on the positive things that have happened. Personally, I was able to
connect with the outdoors in a way that I haven’t since I was a kid, my golf game improved a bit, and
I discovered the joy of hanging with my loved ones with absolutely nothing to do. I have definitely
learned to slow down and not take the little things for granted.
Our team here at the IWRC has done some pretty incredible things during these times as well.
We’ve launched a couple of new projects and programs, we’ve revamped some of our existing
services and offerings, and our staff continues to be acknowledged as experts and leaders in the
field on a national level.
Back in March, with support from the Iowa Economic Development Authority’s Energy Program, we
launched the Iowa Energy Efficiency Assistance Program for Rural Small Businesses'. This program
aims to help rural manufacturers become more energy efficient through on-site energy audits and
technical assistance. We also launched the Comprehensive Regional Food Waste Diversion Project
in October. This project, funded by the United States Department of Agriculture’s Rural Development
program, will create regional partnerships in rural communities throughout the Midwest to reduce the
amount of food waste sent to landfills.
While travel bans were in place this summer, our staff took the time in the office to really dive into
some of our existing services. Our STAR4D painter training manuals and presentations have all
been updated. We put together and published an outstanding whitepaper detailing our work fighting
food waste in K-12 schools the last few years. Another huge accomplishment was the complete
overhaul of our Online Painter Training course. This comprehensive virtual course meets the training
requirements for several environmental regulations and is a fun and effective way to get painters up
to speed.
We’ve also had staff members take on leadership roles in statewide and national organizations. Our
associate director, Dan Nickey, was elected Vice Chair of the Iowa Energy Center and Jenny Trent
is the elected incoming Chair of the Membership Committee of the United States Composting

Council. We’ve also been featured in a couple of national publications. Jenny was featured as an
expert in an NBC News article on composting at home and I was interviewed by Seven Fifty
Daily about sustainability in the craft brewing industry.
Even in the midst of a global pandemic and all that we’ve had to endure this year, our staff continues
to shine bright and I couldn’t be more proud of the great work every single one of them continues to
do on a daily basis. I’m so fortunate to be a part of such a great team and cannot wait to continue to
build on these successes with them moving forward.
I hope everyone reading this has a safe, healthy and wonderful holiday season and an inspired and
successful new year.
Happy Holidays!

Joe Bolick, Director
Iowa Waste Reduction Center

IWRC Providing Compressed Air Assessment and Lighting Analysis
The IWRC is now offering Compressed Air Assessments and Lighting Analysis. These services are
free to all Iowa businesses and will provide valuable insight on money-saving implementations.
Compressed air assessments will identify leaks within a business's compressed air systems, and
provide feedback on how much money those leaks are costing the business. For facilities using
fluorescent light bulbs, the lighting analysis will generate an estimated energy cost savings for
switching to an LED lighting system.
To learn more about this free assistance, and to sign-up please visit the link here.

Virtual Compost 2021
January 26-27 | Virtual
______________________
Iowa DNR State & Local Emissions Inventory System (SLEIS) online training session
Feb 2: 8:30-11:30 | Virtual
Feb 2: 1:00-4:00 | Virtual
Feb 9: 8:30-11:30 | Virtual

Feb 9: 1:00-4:00 | Virtual
Feb 17: 8:30-11:30 | Virtual
Feb 17: 1:00-4:00 | Virtual
April 15: 8:30-11:30 | Virtual

Iowa DNR creates EASY Air Equipment Deactivation Form
The Iowa DNR’s EASY Air team has created a new form called the Facility Equipment Deactivation
Form. This form makes it easy to request that the DNR deactivate equipment at the Iowa EASY Air
facility. The deactivation will prevent the equipment from appearing on emission point, emission unit,
or control equipment forms at the facility.
The form will require basic information like equipment ID and description, operation end date, and
permit number for the emission point to name a few. Additionally, the form can be filled out
electronically and emailed back with the subject line “EASY Air Equipment Deactivation Form.” You
will then be notified when the changes have been made, and the changes will only affect the EASY
Air status and not the State and Local Emissions Inventory System.
The form is available at the eAirServices page under the heading “What Instructions are Available?”
Click this link to access it.

| Sustainability |
How Do You Avoid Getting Distracted and Stay Focused on the Mission?
(GreenBiz)
| Food Waste |
H&M's New Clothing Line Incorporates Food Waste
(Waste 360)
| Energy |
Student Develops Windows that Turn Food Waste into Solar Energy
(Waste 360)
| Recycling |
Cutting Contamination at the Curbside
(Waste Today)
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